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Live on the country. I would march without transportation, intending to live on the country. Such a movement of yours would be of incalculable service just now, and while I do not order it, I suggest it and will sanction it.
As soon as you strike Hamilton with your transportation you might send it back for your cavalry, or perhaps, what would be still better, leave your cavalry to make the demonstration on Kinston as a diversion.
If they can take Kinston, let them keep on to Goldsboro; at any rate hold on to Kinston or in that neighborhood until you could possibly join them. I have the honor to be, Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant, BBNJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen. Comd'g.
From General Grant to General Butler
CIFEEB.   Headqrs. Armies of the United States, CITY POINT, VA., Deo. 4, 1864
I FEEL great anxiety to see the Wilmington expedition get off, both on account of the present fine weather, which we can expect no great continuance of, and because Gen'l. Sherman may now be expected to strike the seacoast any day, leaving Bragg free to return.
I think it advisable for you to notify Admiral Porter and get off without any delay, with or without your powder boat.
U. S. GRANT, Lt. Gen'l.
From General Butler to Admiral Porter
CIPHER.   Department of Virginia and North Carolina, Deo. 4, 1864
WHEN can you be ready with our little expedition?   Captain Edson, ordnance officer at Fortress Monroe, will put ordnance stores at your disposal.   Time is valuable from the news we get. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER, Major-Gen&ral Commanding
From Admiral Porter to General Butler
NORFOLK, Deo. 4,1864
WE are ready for the one hundred and fifty (150) tons of powder. Will you give directions to have it bagged ready to go on board?                        ^ ^ poRTEE) ^ar_Admi/ral